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Ez EK. XXXVII. 22. 


Ad will make them one Vat ion in the Land 
on the Mountains of Iſrael, and one Ning 
ſhall be Ring to them all : And they ſhall 
be no more two Nations, neither ſhall they 
be divided into two Kingdoms any more at all, 


UCH was the Felicity of Iſrael, while 
united in a Theocracy under God him- 
ſelf. as their King, that Moſes declares 
there was none like em tor Happineſs, 

a People ſaved by the Lord, who was the Shield of 

their Help and the Sword of their Excellency. The 

firſt Step towards the Ruin of this flouriſhing 1Kings 12. 

People was the Rent and Diviſion, which by 

the juſt Judgment of God, and the tyrannical 

Diſpoſition of their Prince, happen'd imme- 

diately after the Death of Solomon; whereb 

they were divided into two ſeveral Nations, 

and fell under two diſtinct, and for the moſt 

pare oppoſite Governments, which commonly 

re great Enmity, and maintain'd deſtructive 

Hoſtilitys one againſt another. And among 

the illuſtrious Promiſes ingag'd for their com- 

pleat Reſtoration: (all which will be fulfill'd in 

the proper ſeaſon) this is one, and mention'd 

as the Foundation of many future Advantages, 

I will make them one Nation, &c. _ | 

In the beginning of the Chapter, God by 
the Prophet ſpeaks of this their Reſtoration as 
a matter wholly improbable, yea impoſſible to 
be effected by mere human Means, it requiring 

| A 2 no 
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A Sermon on the Union 


no leſs Power to recover *em from their De- 
eneracy and Captivity, than to raiſe dead and 

ry Bones to a State, of Life; notwithſtand- 
ing which, the Divine Spirit aſſures *em they 
ſhall be reſtor'd by the Almighty Power of God: 
ver. I—14. The Hand of the Lord was upon me, 
and carry d me out in the Spirit of the Lord, and ſet 
me down in the midſt of the Valley. which was full 
of Bones. And causd me to paſs by them round 
about, and behold there were very many in the open 
Valley; and lo, they were very dry. And he bad 
unto me, Son of Man, can theſe Bones live? And 
I anſwer'd, O Lord God, thou knoweſt. Again 
he ſaid unto me, Propheſy upon theſe Bones, and 
ſay unto them, O ye dry Bones, hear the Word of 
the Lord. Thus ſaith the Lord God unto theſe 
Bones, Behold I will cauſe Breath to enter into you, 
and ye ſhall live. And I will lay Sinews upon you, 
and will bring up Fleſh upon you, and cover you 
with Skin, and put Breath in you, and ye (hall 
live, and ye ſhall know that I am the tank SoT 
propheſy'd, as I was commanded; and as I pro- 
pbeſy d there was a noiſe, and behold a ſhaking, 
and the Bones came together, Bone to his Bone. 
And when I beheld, lo the Sinews and the Fleſh 
came up upon them, and the Skin cover d them a- 
bove ;, but there was no Breath in them. Then ſaid 
be unto me, Propheſy unto the Wind, Propheſy Son 
of Man, and ſay to the Wind, Thus ſaith the 
Lord God, Come from the four Winds, O Breath, 
and breathe upon theſe ſlain, that they may live. 
So I propheſy'd, as he commanded me; and the 
Breath came into them, and they lived, and ſtood 
up upon their feet, an exceeding great Army. Then 
he ſaid unto me, Son of Man, theſe Bones are the 
whole Houſe of Iſrael: Behold they ſay, Our 
Bones are dry'd, and our Hope is loſt, we are cut 
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off for our Tg Therefore propheſy, and ſay 


unto them, ſaith the Lord God, Behold, 0 
my People, I will open your Graves, and cauſe you 
to come up out of 230 Graves, and bring you into 
the Land of Iſrael. And ye ſhall know that I am 
the Lord, when I have open d your Graves, O my 
People, and brought you up out of your Graves; 
phe ſhall put my Spirit in you, and ye ſhall live, 
and I ſhall place you in your own Land : Then 
ſhall ye know that I the Lord have ſpoken it, and 
perform'd it, ſaith the Lord. 

Now as a leading Step in their Reſtora- 
tion, God aſſures em there: ſhall be a cloſe 
and permanent Union contracted between theſe 
ſo long divided Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael. 
This the Prophet is commanded (as was uſual 
in Prophecys) to repreſent to *em, and con- 


firm 'em in the expectation of it, by a ſignifi- 


cant Sign, viz. The wonderful and miraculous 
Coalition of two Sticks into one: ver.15—19. 
The Word of the Lord came again unto me, ſaying, 
Moreover, thou Son of Man, take thee one Stick, 
and write upon it, For Judah, and for the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael his Companions , then take another 
Stick, and write upon it, For Joſeph the Stick of 
Ephraim, and for all the Houſe of Iſrael his Com- 
panions. And join them one to another into one 
Stick, and they ſhall become one in thine hand. And 
when the Children of thy People ſhall ſpeak unto 
thee, ſaying, Wilt thou not ſhew us what thou 
meaneſt by theſe ? ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the 
Lord God, Behold I will take the Stick of Joſeph 


which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the Tribes 


of Iſrael his Fellows, and will put them with him, 
even with the Stick of Judah, and make them one 
Stick, and they ſhall be one in mine hand. 


In 


A Sermon on the Union 


In fine, what in theſe Verſes is ænigmati- 
cally ſignify'd, is in our Text plainly and ex- 
preſly promis'd : I will make them one Nation in 
the Land on the Mountains of Iſrael, and one King 
ſhall be King to them all and they ſhall be no more 
two Nations, neither ſhall they be divided into two 
Kingdoms any more at all. And tho this Divine 
Prophecy ſpeaks of a more compleat and ex- 
cellent Union than-has ever been yet made be- 
tween any Kingdoms, ſince the penal Divi- 
ſion of the World into different Languages, 


and, as the Conſequence of it, into diſtant 


Nations; yet that the ſo long deſir'd Union 
of England and Scotland, which we now thank- 
fully commemorate, bears no ſmall degree of 
Analogy to it, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew under 


two Heads, viz. 


I. That *tis like it, in being a peculiar Work 
of God as the Supreme Author of it. 

II. That we have grounds to hope it will be 
in a good meaſure like it in the happy 
Effects, Conſequences, and Advantages 
thereof. | 


As to the former, the Union in our Text is 
mention'd as a ſpecial Work of God; and 
whoever be the Inſtruments, we are aſſur'd he 
will be the Supreme Agent in effecting it: 7 
will make them one, &c. And that which is 
ſaid of this, is no leſs true of every Union 
contracted on the Principles of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity and Love, and for virtuous and pious 
ends. For as Wrath and Strife, Hatred and 
Diviſion among Men, and eſpecially between 
ſuch Nations as agree in the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity, as well as in Civil Intereſts, an 

the 
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the Product of the Wiſdom and Politicks of 
Hell, even that Wiſdom which is from be- James 3. 
neath, and is not only earthly, but ſenſual and 15, (Fc. 
deviliſh : ſo Union and Amity are the Fruits 
of the Wiſdom, which being from above, is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated. 

Hence we find Union among Chriſtians (and 
ſure no leſs, if not much more, Union among 


Chriſtian Nations) is call'd, The Unity of the Eph. 8. 3. 


Spirit; the Divine Spirit being the Supreme 
Principle and Worker of it. And upon this 
conſideration, as well as others of a more ſub- 
lime nature, the Bleſſed God is ſtil'd, The God 
of Love and Peace; becauſe, as the Apoſtle 


peaks, He is not the Author of Confuſion, or Di- 1 Cor. 14. 


viſion, but of Peace, and Union. *Tis God 33 
alone who has the Hearts of all Men (the 
greateſt Potentates and Politicians as well as 


others) in his hand, and turns em as the Rivers Prov.21.1. 


of Water whit herſoever he will; and tis he alone 


who makes Men of one Mind, as an antient Ver- Pal. 68.6. 


ſion of the Pſalms has it, and as our excellent 
Queen piouſly expreſſes it in her Proclamation. 
Moreover, we ſhall yet ſee greater cauſe to 
acknowledg the Divine Power and Wiſdom in 
the Union we now commemorate, if we conſi- 
der (as we are directed by her Majeſty) “ *Twas 
« a Work of ſuch Difficulty and Nicety in its 
* own nature, that till now all Attempts 
« which have been made towards it, in the 
«© courſe of above a hundred Years, have prov'd 
< ineffectual. That now therefore the Treaty 
concerning it ſhou'd be brought to ſo wonderful 
and happy (to uſe her Majeſty's Words) as well 
as to ſo ſpeedy a Concluſion, we have ſure reaſon 
to confeſs with the Royal Pſalmiſt, This is the 
Lord's doing, and *ris marvellous in eur eyes; and 
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A Sermon on the Union 
to infer that our Union in this reſpe& bears 


no ſmall Analogy with that which our Text 
incourages us to expect and pray for. 


I proceed, II. To conſider ſome of the ex- 
cellent Effects and Conſequences of the Union 
here predicted, and to ſhew what grounds we 
have to hope ours will herein bear ſome good 
Reſemblance thereunto. | 

That Union in its own Nature is a moſt va- 
luable and deſirable Bleſſing, we muſt conclude 
from the Conſideration of its Supreme Author; 
for *tis impoſſible that infinite Goodneſs ſhou'd 

Jam. i. 17, be the Cauſe of Evil: No, Every good and eve- 
ry perfect Gift comes down from the Father of 
Lights, with whom is no Variableneſs or Shadow of 
turning. The Union in my Text is promis'd 
as a very wonderful Advantage, and therefore 
*tis introduc'd with a Note of Remark and Ad- 
miration, ver. 19. Behold! I will tale the Stick of 
Joſeph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and 
the Tribes of Iſrael his Fellows, and will put them 
with him, even with the Stick of Judah, and make 
them one Stick, and they ſhall be one in my hand. 
Judg.s.1z, Now, as the excellent Deborah lamented the 
&, Diviſions of Reuben, and joyfully bleſs'd God, 
among other things, for the Union and Har- 
mony found in the other Tribes; ſo, that we 
may be more thorowly convinc'd that (as the 
Mother of our Iſrael teaches us) our Union is of 
the higheſt importance to the whole Iſland, and to 
the Proteſtant Intereſt in general; and conſe- 
quently that we have reaſon cheerfully to join 
with Her in rendring hearty Thanks to Almeghty 
God for it : I'll attempt to diſcover ſome of the 
excellent Effects and Conſequences of the Union 
here promis'd, and to ſhew what Oe. we 
ave 


5 of England and Scotland. 9 
= have to expect that That of England and Scot- 
land will bear ſome proportion with it. 

The advantageous Conſequences of the pre- 
dicted Union between 1/racl and Judah will be 

the Wealth and Proſperity, the Peace and 
; Ag Tranquillity, together with the Strength and 
Security of both Kingdoms, as alſo the Pre- 
- ſervation and great Advancement of true Re- 
© ligion in the World: And I hope to evince 
we have conſiderable grounds to look for the 

like excellent Fruits from the Union now com- 
menc'd between the ſo long divided Branches 
of GREAT BRIT AIN. 

- Firſt, The Union foretold in our Text will 
be attended with great Plenty and Wealth; 
for to this the Spirit of God refers in that 
Prophecy, The Lord ſhall comfort Sion, he will Iſa. 31. 3. 
comfort all her waſt Plates, and he will make her 

Wilderneſs like Eden, and her Deſart like the Gar- 
den of the Lord : i. e. Tho before they were 
as a Wilderneſs and Deſart for Barrenneſs and 

Scarcity, they ſhall then be like the Garden of 

the Lord for Plenty and Fruitfulneſs. To the 
flame Time alſo belongs that Divine Promiſe, 
For Braſs I will bring Gold, and for Iron I will (fa. 60.17. 
bring Silver, and for Wood Braſs, and for Stones 
> Tron: Which with many other Scriptures ſet 
forth the Plenty and Proſperity, the abundant 
Wealth and Riches which will accompany the 
| » Ifraclitiſh Union. And 1 doubt not but the 
2 Coalition of England and Scotland may (and 1 
hope will) be improv'd to the great Advance- 
ment of the Wealth and Increaſe of the Trea- 
ſure of the United Kingdom, while the People 
of both Nations having but one common In- 
22 ecreſt, join their Stocks and Contrivances for 
che Improvement of Trade and ä 1 
| B n 
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find a great ExpcRation in ſuch as beſt under- 
ſtand theſe things, that this will be eminently 
conducive to promote our Manufacture, and 
conſequently yield a fuller Imployment and 
more plentiful Supply to the Poor: That large 
Tracts of Land, which have hitherto lain 
wholly, or almoſt wholly neglected, will be 
now -manur*ds and eſpecially, that the Fiſhery 
inthe Northern Seas belonging to this Iſland 
will be greatly increas'd : for which, fome ob- 
ſerve, we have Opportunitys beyond all other 
Nations in Europe; and that this alone is an 
inexhauſtible Spring of Wealth and Riches to 
our Kingdom. Again, 8 

Secondly, The Union in our Text will be 
follow*d with great Peace and Tranquillity to 
the United Kingdom, by the happy Accom-: 
ptſkmenr of that Prophecy, The Envy of E- 
ptraim ſhall depart, and the Adverſarys of Ju- 
dah ſhall be cut off: Ephraim ſhall not envy Ju- 
dah, and Judah ſhall net vex Ephraim. When 
this Bleſſed Union 1s made, they ſhall have but 
one King, viz. our Redeemer, who is the true 
David and Solomon, and peculiarly call'd, The 
Prince of Peace; as the Conſequence of which, 
In his days ſhall be Abundance of Peace ſo long 
as the Moon endures: yea, of the Increaſe of his 
Government and Peace there ſhall be no end. 

And tho we can't expect this valuable Bleſ- 
ſing ſhou'd flow immediately, at leaſt in ſo 
high a degree, from the preſent Union; yet 
we have good reaſon to hope it will be the 
Foundation of a laſting Agreement between 
the two Nations, which have formerly been al- 
moſt perpetual, and ſometimes very terrible 
Euemies to each other; us thoſe know, who 
are converſant in the Hiſtorys of both King: 

i . * k OMs$s2” 
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doms. We ſhall not, like our Anceſtors, need 
For tifications in our Northern Towns, and 
fear an Invaſion from Scotland, while we are 
neceſſarily engag'd in a War with France, or 
other forciga States; nor, on the other hand, 
will our Brethren of Scotland be in danger, as 
formerly, from us, when ſach a War comes to 
be terminated in a Peace. We may reaſona- 
bly hope that this Union being compleated, wc 
0 ſhall no more hear the diſmal Tidings of Ra- 
vages, Depredations, and Murders committed 
on the Borders, which heretofore render'd the 
4 adjacent Parts of each Kingdom ſo uncaſy, and 
grievous to the Inhabitants on both ſides: But 
1 on the contrary, a daily Intercourſe and Con- 
I - verſe will probably beget ſo folid an Amity, as 
l may ina few years obliterate the Remembrance 
| of all former Feuds, Animoſitys, and Dif- 
tinctions. . | 
Thirdly, The Union here promis'd will not 
| only conduce to their Peace and Tranquillity 
among themſelves, but alſo to their Strength 
and Security againſt the Iuvaſions of foreign 
* Adverſarys. Tis therefore in the next Chap- 
% ter predited, that this United People ſhall 
| awell ſafely, tho in open Villages without Walls, Eeck. 32. 
and having neither Bars nor Gates: and this not- Ut. 
withſtanding the numerous and potent Armys 
of Gog, who ſhall come 25 a Storm, and like a ver. 5. 
thick Cloud ſpread themſelves in Battel-Array 
againſt *em. Yea, they ſhall not only vigo- 
rouſly defend themſelves from the Attempts of 
their Invaders, but alſo be victorious in aſ- 
faulting their inveterate Enemies. When E- 
phraim ſhall ccaſe to envy Judah, and Judah no 
longer vex Ephraim; then they ſhall fly upon Ta. 11.14, 
the ſhoulders of the Philiſtines toward the Weſt, 
B 2 | rey 
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they ſhall ſpoil them of the Eaſt together; they ; 


hd Lay their hand upon Edom and Moab, and 


the Children of Ammon ſhall obey them. And 
by the great Things which God will do for em, 
he ſo rebuke ſtrong Nations afar off, that they 
mill beat their Smards into Plomſhares, and their 
Spears into Pruning- Hooks, nor will they learn Way 
any more. 


Now there are three things which encou- 
rage us to expect ſomewhat like this, as the 
happy Conſequence of the Union between Eng- 
land and Scotland. As, | 

1. Both Kingdoms being henceforward not 
only under one Head, but alſo under the Con- 
duct of the ſame Parliament, muſt needs con- 
duce greatly to the Diſpatch of Publick Af. 


fairs, while the Buſineſs of two Parliaments 


(uſually ſitting at different times) will be done 
in one Seſſion. So that the National Supplys 
will be more expeditiouſly rais'd, and the Sum- 
mer Seſſions, which have often prov'd great 
Inconveniences to Scotland, will be avoided ; 
which. things, in all likelihood, will greatly 
add to the Strength and Security of the whole 
Iſland. 

2. The Forces of both Kingdoms being 
heartily conjoin'd in a common Intereſt, muſt, 
in an ordinary way, be an execellent means 
to ſtrengthen and ſecure the Whole. Yu 
wnita fortior, i. e. The uniting of Forces renders 
'em the more forcible, has always been eſteem'd 
a ſure Maxim among the wiſeſt Politicians. 
And 'tis upon this Conſideration, among o- 
thers, that Solomon tells us, Two are better than 


one: becauſe as he concludes, a threefold Cord is 


not quickly broken + 1. e. As many Threds twiſted 
together 


ef England and Scotland. r3 


together are greatly ſtrengthen'd, tho a ſin- 
gle one be ſoon ſnapt aſunder, ſo the Conſo- 
ciation of Friends (and much more the incor- 
porating of Nations) yields mutual Help and 
Security. f 
3. This Union will probably conduce much 
to our Strength and Stability, by increaſing 
© our naval and maritime Forces, which under 
God are the principal Bulwark and Defence of 
this great Iſland. The two Nations being in- | 
corporated into one, *tis hop'd will produce a | 
great Improvement of our Fiſhery and othet | 
Branches of our Sea-Trade; which will be ne» 
ceſſarily attended with a proportionable In- 
creaſe of our Mariners and Shipping, and con- 
ſequently be a great additional Strength to the 
Nation. 
In fine, as according to the Maxim of our 
Saviour, A Kingdom divided cannot ſtand ; ſo Mark. 24. 
we may humbly hope, Ours being thus happi- 
ly united, will be ſtrong and permanent. And 
as *tis mention'd as a threatning Omen of the 
| Papal Babylon's approaching Ruin, that rhe 
1 great City was divided into three parts; {0 we Rey, 16. ig. 
; may look on the Coalition of theſe Proteſtant 
Nations, as a comfortable Preſage of our fu- 
ture Preſervation and and Eſtabliſhment. 
Laſtly, The higheſt Advantage of the Union 
in our Text will be the Advancement of Reli- 
gion to the moſt conſummate degrees of Pu- 
, rity and Proſperity; as the words following 
 — mayconvince us: Neither ſhall they defile them- Ezek. 37. 
| 4 ſelves any more with their Idols, nor with their de- 23, 24+ 
 Peſtable things, nor with any of their Tranſoreſſions 
bt I will ſave them out of all their Dwelling- 
Places, wherein they have ſin'd, and will cleanſe 
them So ſhall they he my People, and I will be 


their 


e 
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Sermon on the Union 
their God. And David, i. e. Chriſt, my Ser- 
vant ſhall be King over them, and they ſhall all 
have one Shepherd : They ſhall alſo walk in my 
Fudgments, and obſerve my Statutes, and do them. 
And as the happy Conſequence of making Ju- 
dah and Iſrael one Nation, God has promis'd, 


Zeph. 3. 9. He will turn to the People a pure Language, that 


they may all call upon the Name of the LORD, 


to ſerve him with one Conſent. | 
It muſt be confeſs'd, we yet ſce not reaſon 


to expect that this excellent Harmony in the 


Purity of Religion will be the immediate Con- 
ſequence of the Union we now commemorate. 
However (as our Sovereign wiſely obſerves) 
the Proteſt ant Succeſſion being hereby firmly eſt a- 
bliſh'd thooughout the whole Iſland, we have juſt 
ground to look upon It as a great Security to 
the Reform'd Religion in general. Beſides, 
this Union being agreed on with ſuch Readi- 
neſs (eſpecially on the part of England) tho 
between Nations of ſo different Sentiments in 
Doctrine and Diſcipline, is a clear Evidence that 
"tis poſſible for ſuch to coaleſce in a common 
Intereſt ; and conſequently we may hope, *twill 
much. conduce to perpetuate that Toleration 
and Liberty of Conſcience, which we have ſe- 
veral years injoy'd, as the Fruit of the Glorious 
and never- to- be- forgotten Revolution. And 
it we have but Hearts rightly to improve 
theſe great Advantages, who knows how far 
it may iſle in the Propagation of Chriſtianity, 

and gend to its Advancement in the utmo 

1] ruth and Purity thereof? | 
Thus I have laid before you ſome of the 
Conliderarions, which may convince us what 
rn we have to rejoice in the Union of 
GZSEAT BRIT AIN, Phich this day takes 
placez 
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7 place; and to aſcribe the Praiſe of it to God 
(who is moſt juſtly to be own'd as its Supreme 


Author) eſpecially conſidering *tis 
which we have manifold Grounds to 


a Work 
hope will 


- not only be a great Benefit to this Kingdom, 
but alſo to the Reform'd Intereſt Abroad. And 


upon the whole we have certainly 


Cauſe to 


ſing with the Pſalmiſt, Behold how good and how 
' pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together in V- 
nity ! For Pleaſantneſs, dis like the precious 
odoriferous Ointment upon the Head of Aaron; 
and for Proſitableneſs, tis as the refreſhing Dew 
which deſcended on, and render'd fruitful, the 


Mountains of Sion. 


Since then (to make ſome Application) this 
Union is in its own Nature fo great a Bleſſing, 
we are under ſtrong Obligations to have an 
"> honourable Eſteem for thoſe who are, under 
God, the Inſtruments of bringing it to ſo hap- 
py a Concluſion, notwithſtanding the great 
Difficultys which baffled all former Attempts 
towards it. We owe a large Tribute of Gra- 
titude to the Right Honourable Commiſſioners, 
who fram'd the Articles of it; to our Nobles 


her admirable Speeches, wherein ſhe 


carneltly 


Preſsd it as that which ſhe ſhowd eſteem the grea- 
+ teſt Glery of her Reign; and for which I hope 
all future Generations will call her Bleſſed. 
> What Baſeneſs and Ingratitude then muſt it 
I be, if all the Subjects of this United King- 
dom ſhou'd not be unanimous in honouring 

er, who ſo eminently exemplifys the Ten- 


> derneſs of a Mother; and in promoting her 
Intereſt, who has in this and ſo many In! 
. evidenc'd 


Inſtances, 


Pſal, 133. 


and Senators who confirm'd 'em; and eſpecially | 
to our excellent Queen who animated both, by 
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iu evidenc'd that ſhe accounts Hers no other than 
bi That of all her People ? 

Nor ought we on this occaſionto be unmind- 
ful of the Obligations we are under to the Me- 
mory of the Renowned K. William, not only 

0 for the Preſervation of our Civil and Religi- 
11 ous Rights, but alſo for earneſtly recommend- 
- ing this Union in his Meſſage to the Parlia- 
ment a few Days before his lamented Death, 
as he had done before in the firſt Year of his 
Reign. p | 
But above all things we ſhou'd be excited to 
join with our Pious Queen, and her devoutly 
affected Subjects, in aſcribing Honour and Glory 
and Praiſe to the God of Peace and Love, who 
alone has inſpir'd our Nobles and Senators, 
and all others concern'd, with a Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom and Harmonious Agreement. And in 
our thankful Acknowledgments let us take 
great heed, leſt, like Iſrael of old, we ſing 
F God's Praiſe and ſoon forget his Works, not wait- 
Y ing for his Counſel; and leſt we flatter him with | 
our Mouths, and lye to him with our Tongues, while 
8 our Hearts are not right with him, nor We ſted- 

| faſt in his Covenant. 

| There are two Things neceſlary to render 

our Thankſgivings for ſuch eminent Favcurs 

| acceptable to God, viz. their being attended 
| with Charity and Picty. As to the former, *tis 
| a a neceſlary Ingredient in a Feſt, as well as a 
| Ifa. 58. 6, Faſt which God has choſen and delights in. e 
7. deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and that thou bring 
| 
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the Poor who are caſt out ro thy Houſe, when thou 
ſeeſt the Naked that thou cover him, and that 
thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own Fleſh. 
The Connexion which the Apoſtle makes be- 
Tween the Dutys of Thankfulneſs and Bcnefi- 

ceuce 


CVE 
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acce ted, they muſt be accompany'd with Ho- 


ence is remarkable: By him therefore (viz. Reb. 13.13 
Chriſt Jeſus) let us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to 


4 
N 
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God continually; that is the Fruit of our Lips, 


ediately adds, as an Evidence of our Sincerity 


4 Fred Thanks to his Name: to which he im- 


therein, But to do Good, and to communicate Ver. 16. 


2 
LES - 


forget not : for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well 
lead. And 'tis recorded as an honourable 

—— of the Jem in the time of Queen 

Eſther, that as they made the Days of their De- 

Iiverance Days of Feaſting and Joy, ſo they 
thereon ſent Portions one to another, and Gifts to Eſth. p. 22. 
the Poor. While therefore we rejoice in the 

Divine Benigaity towards us, let us by our Li- 
berality give occaſion to our poor Brethren to 

rejoice with us. 

Again, That our Thank-offerings may be 


lineſs and Obedience. If we wou'd offer Praiſe Pi. 30. 23. 


Jo as to glorify God, we mult order our Conver- 


ſation aright, and be excited by the Conſidera- | 
tion of his Mercys to preſent our ſelves a living Nom. 12. I. 


Sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our 
reaſonable Service. As God renews his Favours 


to us, let us labour to be renew'd in the Spirit of Eph. 4.23. 


dur Minds; and as we now commemorate a 
National Mercy, let us earneſtly endeavour, 


particularly by our Example, to promote a 
0 


National Re 
Jeſbua, that whatever others do, we and our Joſh, 24. 


mY 


rmation, reſolving with good 


3 Familys will ſerve the Lord. And as the Chur- 15. 


ches have now, and we hope will continue to 


have Reſt, let us earneſtly Pray and diligeatly | 
e 


- endeavour, that they may 


edify'd, and, walk- Acts 9. gts 


ing inthe Fear of the Lord, and in the Comfort of 
oy ff Ken Chef, be ma 


Moree 
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1 Moreover, ſeeing we have ſuch Reaſons to 
wy aſcribe this Great Work to God as its Su- 
1 preme Author, let us look up to him for the 
] Eſtabliſhment and Continuance of it, praying 
that as the former Branch of our Text is in 
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ſome ſort verify'd in his making us One, the 


wh latter may be ſo alſo, viz. They ſhall be no more 
vi two Nations, neither ſhall they be divided into 
It two Kinodoms any more at all. Let us (as our 
10 Qucen Arber directs) earneſtly pray, and con- 
. tinue © to ſend up our Supplications to the 
« Divine Majeſty, for imploring his Bleſſing on 
| te this United Kingdom, and on the Arms 
$8 « of Her and her Allies, and hers and their 
j 4 Forces both by Sea and Land, in the juſt 
« War wherein we are now ingag'd for the 
1 « common Safety, and for diſappointing the 
{1 « boundleſs Ambition of Fance. 

| And ſince the Divine Goodneſs has united us, 
let us take heed leſt our provoking Sins render 
our Caſe like that of the Jews, bewail'd by the 


word, that this Union may be indeed condu- 
cive to the Wealth and Proſperity, to the Peace 
and Tranquillity, to the Strength and Security 
of the Kingdom, and that it may be abun- 
dantly follow'd with the happy Attendants of 
| Truth and Holineſs, let us not only pray, but 
[1 alſo indeavour to have Hearts diſpos'd to become 
bl Rom.12.18 and remain one People. Let us ſtrive, if it be 

poſſible, and as much as lies in us, to live peaceably 
Eph, 4. 3. with all Men; and eſpecially to keep the Unity 


their 


Lam,4416, mourning Prophet; The Anger of the Lord hath 
divided them, he will no more regard 'em. Ina 


of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, with all who 
we have reaſon to helieve love our God and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, however 
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their Sentiment may differ from ours in the 
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leſſer Matters of Religion. 


To conclude: Let us believingly wait for 
that Great Day of Jezreel, when not only Ju- wor, 1. 155 

7 dah and Iſrael ſhall be gather'd together, and ap- 
point themſelves one Head, but when the Lord Tec. 14. 9. 
ſhall be King over all the Earth, and ſhall have the pal, 2. 

* Heathen for his Inheritance, and the uttermoſk 

Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion. If we thus 
improve the Bleſſing we now commemorate, 
: *twill be a good Evidence of our Union with 
Chriſt, as living Members of his Myſtical Body; 
and be a bleſſed Earneſt of our being at laſt 
with him in thoſe Manſions of Glory, where 
= Reſt and Tranquillity, Love and Amity, U- 


* 


nion and Concord will be advanc'd to the 


1 higheſt Perfection; and where Angels and 


Saints will with the moſt harmonious Accents 
join together in ſinging Hallelujahs to him that 
ſſiits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever. 
and ever. 2 
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